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 Carolyn McCarthy

Irish Affairs - 108th Congress
Congresswoman McCarthy is a member of the Bipartisan Ad Hoc Committee for Irish Affairs.  In this capacity, she has a unique opportunity to be a strong advocate for the peace process in Ireland.
Promoting Peace in Northern Ireland
Congresswoman McCarthy is an Irish American, and has a keen interest in the ongoing Peace Process in Northern Ireland.  The Good Friday Agreement was reached on April 10, 1998, but implementation has been difficult.

Congresswoman McCarthy is encouraged by the developments in Northern Ireland; particularly with the progress women are making a more active role in government. To that end, she has worked diligently with the International Women’s Democracy Center (IWDC) and Peoples College in Belfast to train Northern Irish women leaders on how to build relationships with recently-elected legislators of the Northern Ireland Assembly.  The IWDC program also trains the Irish women to advocate for issues and how to manage issue-based campaigns.  Be it Ireland or Washington, D.C., women face the same challenges advocating for the issues that concern us like education, health care and our families.

As part of this program, participants travel to Washington D.C. to participate in a two-week practical, hands-on skills training workshop.  The first week includes training on the advocacy process, the legislative calendar and how to build relationships with legislators.  In the second week, participants are partnered with a Washington lobbyist to learn how advocate and policy makers interact. During the program, Congresswoman McCarthy teams up with Congressman Peter King to deliver a presentation “How to Lobby Us,” and participates as a host and recruits other Members of Congress to host an Irish woman on “Shadow a Member of Congress Day.”  


Working in the “Emerald Island”

Congresswoman McCarthy has been fortunate to travel to Northern Ireland several times.  In January 2003, Congresswoman McCarthy went to Northern Ireland, this time with the IWDC.  The goal of the trip was to bring attention to women’s roles in government, and how they can be more involved in the peace process.  While Congresswoman McCarthy was disappointed that the Women's Coalition lost both of their Assembly seats in the November 2003 elections, she will continue to work toward facilitating more women working with, or in government.

In February 2003, Congresswoman McCarthy and other members of Congress went back to Northern Ireland with the goal of building relationships between American and Northern Ireland officeholders. 

Promoting Elections 

Since 1969, over 3,200 people have died as a result of political violence in Northern Ireland.  The conflict, which has its origins in the 1921 division of Ireland, has reflected a struggled between different national, cultural and religious identities. The Protestant majority (56%) in Northern Ireland defines itself as British; the Catholic minority (42%) considers itself Irish. 

In the spring of 2003, the British government acted against what it called the failure of the IRA to live up to the peace deal.  As a result, elections to the Northern Ireland Assembly, originally scheduled for May 1, 2003, were not held until November 26, 2003.

A review of the Good Friday Agreement is due to start on February 3, under the joint chairmanship of British and Irish ministers. The review will involve parties newly elected to the Northern Ireland Assembly last November. Congresswoman McCarthy has concerns about the desire to renegotiate the Agreement following the nationalist’s success in November`s Assembly election. She supports full implementation of the Good Friday Agreement. Congresswoman McCarthy believes that it is crucial for Irish Americans to show their support for the peace process now.  She hopes to lend any assistance she can to ensure the process stays on course.

Congressional Initiatives
H.R.1208,  Northern Ireland Peace and Reconciliation Support Act of 2003, authorizes $25 million to be appropriated annually for fiscal years 2004 and 2005 for United States contributions to the International Fund for Ireland.

P.L. 107-234, amends the Irish Peace Process Cultural and Training Program Act of 1998, extending it from 2005 to 2006.  The Program establishes a cultural training program for disadvantaged individuals to assist the Irish peace process. The program creates 12,000 3-year nonimmigrant visas of the Q classification for adults between the ages of 18 and 35 who live in disadvantaged areas in Northern Ireland and the border counties of the Irish Republic.

In addition to the above legislation, Congresswoman McCarthy has written Secretary Tom Ridge urging him to suspend deportation proceedings for certain Irish nationals, who will face certain danger if deported.   
