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FY 2010 Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations Bill
Makes Key Investments in K-12 Education  
The Democratic-led 111th Congress recognizes the critical role that K-12 education plays in creating a strong new foundation for the American economy.  In addition to the numerous, major investments in K-12 education included in the Recovery Act (PL 111-5), the 111th Congress has also enacted the FY 2010 Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations Bill – contained in the FY 2010 Consolidated Appropriations Act (PL 111-117) -- which has additional critical investments in K-12 education. 

Improving K-12 Education

Economists tell us that strategic investments in K-12 education are one of the best ways to help America become stronger, and more productive and competitive.  Following are some of the key investments in the final FY 2010 Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations bill enacted into law:
· Title I Grants for Low-Income Children:  Provides $14.5 billion for Title I grants to school districts, helping to ensure that 20 million disadvantaged children in nearly 55,000 public schools obtain the educational skills they need to compete in the global economy.  These funds may also be used to support early childhood education activities.  In addition, the Recovery Act provided $10 billion for Title I grants.   

· Head Start:  Provides $7.2 billion, $122 million above 2009, to sustain high-quality, comprehensive early childhood services, including educational, health, nutritional, and social services, for approximately 978,000 low-income children before they enter school, nearly 70,000 over the 2008 level.
· Teacher Incentive Fund:  Provides $400 million, $303 million above 2009, for the Teacher Incentive Fund, which supports school districts and states that aim to reward effective teaching through compensation systems that reward entire high-need schools for raising student achievement.  The Recovery Act also provided $200 million for the Teacher Incentive Fund.

· Charter Schools:  Provides $256 million, $40 million above 2009, to support the start-up of over 1,300 new charter schools in FY 2010.  The bill also includes new accountability measures to ensure that new charter schools are successful.

· After School Centers:  Provides $1.2 billion, $35 million above 2009, for tutoring, mentoring, and enrichment activities for approximately 1.6 million children, nearly 50,000 more students than in 2009.  Research shows that when students have a place to go after school where they can study and be supervised by an adult, not only are they less likely to get into trouble, they also get a better education.

· School Improvement:  Provides $545 million for assistance to approximately 13,000 schools across the country with chronically poor academic performance.  With the funds in this bill and in the Recovery Act, states will receive approximately $4 billion in total during FY 2010 to assist these struggling schools.  
· Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA):  Provides $11.5 billion for IDEA (Special Education) to support a high quality education for 6.7 million students with disabilities.  This builds on the $11.3 billion in the Recovery Act to support a record 25 percent federal contribution toward special education in each of fiscal years 2009 and 2010.
