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 Carolyn McCarthy

District Office Accomplishments  – 108th Congress
Cutting Through the Red Tape

The casework Congresswoman McCarthy conducts in her district office represents the centerpiece of her efforts in Congress.  Due to the dedication of her eight caseworkers, one of which is a certified social worker and one of which is fluent in Spanish, Congresswoman McCarthy has helped approximately 2,000 constituents during the 108th Congress cut through the red tape to solve problems with immigration, social security, Medicare and the Veteran’s Administration.  Some highlights include:

· CITIZENSHIP: After 3 years of misplaced forms and problems with the translation of documents, Congresswoman McCarthy was able to get a Lawrence resident’s three grandchildren their certificates of citizenship.

· IMMIGRATION: After a Valley Stream couple took their children to visit their grandparents in Ireland, relying on faulty advice from INS, Congresswoman McCarthy helped the husband, a permanent resident, re-enter the United States after he was detained for two months.  Without the help of the district office, the constituent would have been detained for a couple of years.

· SOCIAL SECURITY: After the Social Security Administration repeatedly ignored a Rockville Centre resident’s request for review of his benefits, Congresswoman McCarthy helped the constituent get back his wrongly withheld Social Security payments.

· IRS: After a Garden City resident accidentally tore up her IRS refund check, Congresswoman McCarthy was able to get a new check from the IRS two months earlier than estimated, enabling the constituent to pay her past-due rent.

· VETERANS: Congresswoman McCarthy helped a Vietnam veteran afflicted with Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder get the money owed to him by the Veteran’s Administration.

Conducting Community Outreach

Constituents of various ethnicities, backgrounds and interests comprise the 4th Congressional District.  Over the years, Congresswoman McCarthy has created local advisory committees, whereby constituents meet with her to discuss their different areas of interest.

· Latino Advisory Committee: as the newest addition to Congresswoman McCarthy’s outreach efforts, the Latino Advisory Committee recently convened for the first time to discuss ways in which Congresswoman McCarthy can provide workshops, forums and educational incentives to the Latino community.

· Veterans Advisory Committee: a large number of veterans have chosen to make their home in the 4th Congressional District, and Congresswoman McCarthy regularly meets with her advisory committee to ensure veterans on Long Island are informed of their rights and changes to their benefits.

· Foreign Affairs Advisory Committee: as the United States continues to fight a war in the Middle East, Congresswoman McCarthy continually consults with her constituents for their thoughts and opinions on the war, the situation in Israel, and other parts of the world. 

Responding to Constituents Concerns 
· Commissioned two more prescription drug cost studies.  The third study, to be completed this summer, will create a snapshot of the prices seniors are paying for 16 brand-name drugs as a result of the new Medicare legislation passed by Congress.

· Held several forums to educate senior citizens on their options under Medicare.  Most recently, Congresswoman McCarthy held a Medicare Prescription Drug Forum, attended by more than 400 seniors, at which she explained the details of the new Medicare drug discount card.

· Held affordable housing seminar in Hempstead (June 2003)

· With thousands of constituents living in communities drastically affected by the noise pollution of our local airports, Congresswoman McCarthy organized a contingent of local leaders and citizens to tour the JFK Airport tower and talk to the air traffic controllers.  She worked with other New York Members of Congress to address Nassau County’s air noise problem in the FAA Reauthorization Act.  She also teamed up with the New York delegation in Congress to win full funding for the consolidation of New York’s air traffic systems. 

Mitchel Housing Complexes Saved

· Immediately following the Navy’s announcement that it intended to sell off its housing units at the Mitchel Field and Mitchel Manor complexes, Congresswoman McCarthy began a fight to save the units.

· Working with the families that would be displaced, Congresswoman McCarthy successfully persuaded the Navy to reverse its decision.  Not only will the 250 families be able to stay in their homes, but the units will be renovated. 

Honoring Local Leaders

Congresswoman McCarthy realizes that many of our community’s strongest members are also those that are recognized the least.  Over the years, she has created several methods of recognizing local “heroes.”  

· Since 2000, Congresswoman McCarthy has recognized a “School of the Month” from September to June to honor a different public school’s outstanding efforts on behalf of our children.

·  This year, at an event to honor the 63 schools in the 4th Congressional District that were named “Most Improved” by New York State, Congresswoman McCarthy launched a “Teacher of the Month” program to recognize the efforts of the excellent educators our community is so lucky to have.

· Recognizing the contributions small businesses make to our local economy, and inspired by these businesses’ simultaneous community involvement, Congresswoman McCarthy unveiled her “Small Business of the Month Program.”

Staying Involved in Community Affairs

Congresswoman McCarthy may work on a lot of legislation in Washington, D.C., but her commitment to local affairs has never wavered.  Some of the ways in which Congresswoman McCarthy remains involved in community initiatives are:

· By serving as Honorary Chair of Long Island Blood Services.  As a nurse, Congresswoman McCarthy takes blood shortages, both on Long Island and across the country, very seriously.  Not only does Congresswoman McCarthy donate regularly, but she tries to get others to donate as well.  Just this January, Congresswoman McCarthy successfully rallied those in her district office complex to donate during her Garden City Plaza blood drive.

· When the Roosevelt School District found itself with the opportunity to have Project GRAD help its struggling schools, Congresswoman McCarthy made herself available to Project GRAD and the Roosevelt schools for whatever assistance needed, including getting Senator Clinton aboard the initiative. 

· Knowing the high cost of college tuition and the difficulties faced by students determined to study fine arts, Congresswoman McCarthy is hosting her 8th Annual Congressional Arts Competition, whereby the winner receives an art scholarship to Adelphi University in Garden City.
· Conducted Congressional Arts Competition for 8th year.  Each winner receives arts scholarship to Adelphi University.

Bringing Money back to the 4th 

Congresswoman McCarthy wants the 4th Congressional District to get its fair share of federal monies, whether it is through the appropriations process or through federal grants.

· By having a full-time grants coordinator, Congresswoman McCarthy is able to help local agencies and organizations procure federal money.  

· Two years in a row, Congresswoman McCarthy has trained and assisted local agencies on the grant application process.  After one such seminar with firefighters, $1.23 million in federal funds was procured for local fire departments through the Assistance to Firefighters grant program. 

· After No Child Left Behind Act was passed, Congresswoman McCarthy convened a seminar with local educators to explain the details of the new law. 

· Between 1997 and 2002, Congresswoman McCarthy has succeeded in bringing more than $8 billion in federal funds to the 4th Congressional District, including $693 million in HUD funding; $241 million in education funding; $13.7 million in DoJ funding; and $56 million in Small Business Loans.  

· Just this April, Congresswoman McCarthy brought back to the district $14 million in transportation funding, including $2 million for pedestrian access improvements along Main Street in Hempstead; $7 million for Nassau HUB; $500,000 for streetscape improvements to Sunrise Highway in Freeport; $500,000 for pedestrian walkway improvements in Lynbrook; $1 million for traffic mitigation on Jericho Turnpike in New Hyde Park; $1 million for improvements to Prospect Avenue in New Cassel; $1 million for sidewalk and asphalt improvements in Rockville Centre; $1 million for pedestrian improvements in Valley Stream. 

· Congresswoman McCarthy won appropriations earmarks for a variety of FY 2004 projects, including $75,000 to the Town of Freeport for renovation purposes; $75,000 to the Town of North Hempstead for streetscape improvements in New Cassel; $500,000 for Long Island University to partner with the Westbury School District for literacy education purposes; $100,000 for PAX New York for the SPEAK UP Hotline; $100,000 for Labor and Industry for Education (LIFE) in Hewlett to expand its after-school programs for at-risk youth. 
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